
The quest for personal beauty 
has been around for millennia. 
From the Ancient Egyptians’ 
kohl-darkened eyes, to the 
whitened faces and red lips of 
Chinese nobility, to the Eliz-
abethans, who plucked their 
hairlines to simulate broad fore-
heads, methods for achieving 
beauty were part of the culture.

Several centuries later, howev-
er, Queen Victoria, British rul-
er from 1837 to 1901, declared 
makeup to be vulgar. During 
her reign, proper ladies in 
America and the United King-
dom pinched their cheeks and 
bit their lips to achieve spots 
of color on creamy skin. That 
“natural” creamy beauty came at 
a price, though, as many of the 
concoctions necessary to attain 
it contained potentially deadly 
mercury, lead, or arsenic. 

The 20th century brought 
changing events. When Victoria 
died in 1901, her rigid cultural 
standards no longer held sway. 
World War I, from 1914 to 1918, 
permanently changed the global 
political and cultural scene. In 
the U.S., women felt newly liber-
ated and empowered from their 
work in the war effort and their 
victory in getting the vote. 

The infant movie industry 
served as a huge influencer, as 
both actresses and actors mod-

eled the latest fashions and ac-
tually wore makeup on camera 
and off. Movies also carried cur-
rent trends to people all over the 
country. 

As a result, during the first 
three decades of the 20th centu-
ry, women’s appearances altered 
more dramatically than they had 

in centuries. The tightly corseted 
“S” shaped females of 1910 had 
become by 1924 “hipless, slat-
like women” with waistlines “far 
below normal,” as the Beaumont 
Enterprise noted, their underpin-
nings limited to girdles or “con-
finers.” 

Hair styles went from elabo-

rately piled curls to short bobs, 
and makeup was no longer lim-
ited to theatrics and fallen wom-
en. In fact, cosmetics became big 
business, and an industry suit-
ed to entrepreneurial females. 
Three of the great makeup hous-
es in the United States—Eliza-
beth Arden, Helena Rubinstein, 
and Madame C.J. Walker—were 
founded in the early 20th cen-
tury by women. They made for-
tunes from nothing, achieving fi-
nancial success against the odds.

Helena Rubinstein, born in 
1872 to a Jewish family in Kra-
kow, Poland, made her first 
fortune in Australia, selling her 
own brand of face cream. She ex-
panded her business interests to 
London and Paris, and, in 1915, 
to New York, where Helena Ru-
binstein Inc., offered a full line 
of cosmetics. Rubinstein eventu-
ally became one of the world’s 
richest women. 

Madame C.J. Walker was 
born in Louisiana in 1867. As 
an African American woman, 
she overcame both gender and 
race obstacles to found the Ma-
dame C.J. Walker Manufactur-
ing Company. Walker not only 
developed hair care products 
for African American women, 
she set up a network for mail-or-
der and door-to-door sales. In 
1912 Walker announced to the 
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A model in a 1927 Elizabeth Arden ad holds a “face-patting” wand.



Dear Friends –
With the completion of the electrical 

upgrade project and the re-opening of 
the historic house to the public, a sense 
of normalcy has returned to the McFad-
din-Ward House as we again welcome vis-
itors to tour the museum. With record 
numbers of visitors over the holidays, ca-
pacity audiences for our Lecture Series, 
remarkable attendance during SOAR’s 
Family Day and Music at the McFaddins’ 
on the lawn, as well as a large up-tick 
in requests for Docent-led tours of the 
house, the museum’s dedicated staff and 
volunteers have stepped up their efforts 
to accommodate the museum’s growing 
audiences.

So much of the programming at the 
McFaddin-Ward House is facilitated by 
our Docents, who have been wonderful-
ly flexible in accommodating the record 
numbers of guests resulting from the 

museum’s re-opening.  Each year, the 
McFaddin-Ward House recognizes key 
milestones reached as Docents and Vol-
unteers remain committed to sharing 
their love and knowledge of our history, 

architecture, and collections. At Feb-
ruary’s annual Volunteer Recognition 
Luncheon, Kathleen Smith was recog-
nized for volunteering over 250 hours 
of service to the museum. Additionally, 
Janie Perry was recognized with the Vol-
unteer Innovation Personified Award 
--- an award presented to a volunteer 
who loves their volunteer role, enjoys 
interaction and welcoming visitors, 
and conducts volunteer activities at the 
museum with a positive, supportive at-
titude. My sincere congratulations and 
gratitude to these two individuals, as 
well as all our volunteers who are so im-
portant to the day-to-day operation of 
the McFaddin-Ward House.

Christmas at the McKees, 1929. 
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Director’s Desk

Christmas at the McKees, 1929. Christmas at the McKees, 1929. 

Tony L. Chauveaux 

Executive Director Tony Chauveaux shows 
Docents the new Butler’s Pantry lighting. 

By Victoria Tamez
Curator of Collections

Board President Leslie Wilson presents Kathleen Smith with 
the Service Pin Diamond Award for 250 Hours of Service.

Board President Leslie Wilson presents Janie Perry with the 
VIP (Volunteer Innovation Personified) Award.



   We would like you all to 
meet the curatorial team’s 
newest member, Registrar and 
Curatorial Assistant, Kather-
ine McAtee! Katherine joins 
us from the University of 
Alabama where she graduat-
ed with a degree in History 
with a focus on the American 
South. We are so excited to 
have Katherine join our team!
    The curatorial team recent-
ly installed our newest Spring 
Interim Exhibition in the 
house. Floral plates and a ta-
blecloth with appliqued and 
embroidered f lowers exem-
plify the feeling of spring! Be 
sure to take a look throughout 
the house and see where you 
can spot any more f loral de-
tails. 
    The team is also aiding 
our Director of Educational 
Programming, Jennifer Low-
rance, with Docent Training. 
The training ends with a series 

of lessons on each room of 
the house. We cover the three 
main tour themes in each room 
and provide more information 
on the various objects found in 
each of the rooms. These les-
sons provide a more in-depth 
look at the rooms of the house 
to provide potential docents 
with ways to curate their tours. 
   We are also beginning the 
year with a couple of conser-
vation projects. The Carroll 
Ward portrait found in the 
Pink Bedroom has been sent 
off for conservation. Cracks 
and potential cracks had be-
gun forming in his portrait, 
so we sent it off to ensure 
the issue did not continue 
to escalate. We are having a 
few clock masters come by 
and work on the clocks found 
in the house and a couple in 
storage. Maybe the next time 
you come by you can hear a 
few of our clocks chiming!
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By Victoria Tamez

Introducing a New Team Member
Curator’s Corner

Curator of Collections

Katherine McAtee, New Registrar/Assitant Curator

Katherine McAtee and Victoria Tamez work on 
holiday deinstallation in the Dining Room.

Clock masters from Chappell Jordan Clock Galleries of Houston 
work on repairing clocks in the Collection.



National Negro Business League, 
“I have built my own factory on 
my own ground.” At the time of 
her death in 1919 she was said to 
be the wealthiest African Ameri-
can businesswoman in America. 

Elizabeth Arden, born Flor-
ence Nightingale Graham in 
Canada in 1878, first studied 
nursing, where she got the idea 
that creams and salves used to 
treat medical skin problems 
could be adapted for beautifi-
cation. In 1908 she moved to 
New York and, with the help 
of a chemist, began to develop 
creams and lotions, and founded 
her cosmetics business, the trade-
mark for which was the Red Door 
that marked the entrance to her 
salon. In 1912, she marched with 
15,000 other women in support 
of women’s suffrage; many of the 
marchers wore red lipstick, fur-
nished by Elizabeth Arden, as a 
symbol of solidarity.

By 1929 Arden owned 150 sa-
lons in Europe and the United 
States. Over the years she intro-
duced products and processes 
that soon became standard: trav-
el-size cosmetics, “makeovers,” 
and retreat-type spas. During 
World War II, she developed cos-
metics for women in the military. 
At one time she was one of the 
wealthiest women in the world.

Arden’s success in the cosmet-
ic world put her in direct compe-
tition with Helena Rubinstein, 
though they never met. Both 
women vied for the top spot in 
profits and popularity. Their con-
tinued rivalry made a fascinating 
story and has been captured in a 
book, War Paint, and a movie, 
The Powder and the Glory. 

At some point Ida McFaddin 
and Mamie McFaddin Ward 
became customers of Elizabeth 
Arden.  

Ida’s granddaughter Rosine 
McFaddin Wilson recalled, “I 
believe that Grandmother had 
been to Elizabeth Arden’s in 
New York and learned the rou-
tine and purchased the rows of 
their products that I remember.” 
While the products certainly in-
cluded makeup, there was also 
a specific cleansing regimen—us-
ing Elizabeth Arden products, of 
course—that would keep the skin 
soft and erase wrinkles. 

Rosine Wilson delineated 
Ida’s routine: “She would start 
with cleansing cream.  Next she 
used a padded round disc about 
three inches in diameter on a 
limber, springy metal shank, 
ending in a handle, and she pat-
ted her cheeks and neck all over 
to stimulate the circulation and 
keep away wrinkles.  Afterwards 
she cleaned the face with an as-
tringent, and then passed ice in a 
cloth all over her face to close the 
pores.” Only then did she apply 
powder and rouge. 

Mamie followed the same 
beauty regimen, as did Ida’s sister 
Ouida. Apparently it worked, be-
cause all three women reportedly 
had beautiful skin that looked 
much younger than their chrono-
logical ages. It couldn’t have hurt 
that none of them smoked nor 
spent a lot of time in the sun, of 
course.

According to beautician Irene 
Hagan, who cut and styled both 
women’s hair from 1928 until 
their deaths, she would some-
times custom mix their powder 
and rouge and put it in con-
tainers for Ida and Mamie to 
take home. The women wore 
rouge, powder, and lipstick, but 
no foundation or eye makeup, 
though Mamie allowed Irene 
to dye her eyebrows. Perhaps 
their Victorian pasts led them to 

downplay the heavy stuff. 
Helena Rubinstein, Madame 

C.J. Walker, and Elizabeth Ar-
den were daring entrepreneurs 
who made their fortune by mak-
ing new products for women. 
Though they were thought to be 

keepers of tradition, Ida McFad-
din and Mamie McFaddin Ward 
embraced these products. Their 
stories, preserved in the McFad-
din-Ward House archives, lend a 
personal touch to the quest for 
beauty in the early 20th century.

BEAUTY
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Ida McFaddin enjoys a meal in New Orleans in 1949 at the age 
of 78.

By Jennifer Lowrance
Director of Educational Programming

Mamie McFaddin Ward, 75, is honored at an All Saints School 
dedication in 1970.
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Education Department Happenings
Education

It’s been said the best 
way to learn something is 
to teach it. I agree! The 
seemingly long winter 
month of January was ide-
al for updating the Docent 
Training Manual for New 
Docent Training through-
out the month of Febru-
ary. A new class of docents 
began training Feb. 5. The 
training lasts 4 weeks. Af-
ter, new trainees will prac-
tice and perfect their skills 
alongside our veteran do-
cents for mentoring.

The McFaddin-Ward House 
showed our love and appre-
ciation to Southeast Texas 
area teachers this February 
with our Annual Teacher 
Happy Hour. Teachers and 
administration from BISD, 
Port Arthur, Tarkington, 
and Hamshire-Fannett en-
joyed a night of drinks, re-
freshments, a tour of the 

house, door prizes, and 
swag bags. We were able to 
provide them all with in-
formation about The Mc-
Faddin-Ward House Muse-
um, field trips, virtual field 
trips, and our museum in 
a box experience where we 
can bring the museum to 
them in their classroom. 
Smiles and laughter from 
the teachers as they re-
laxed after a hard day of 
work were priceless. After 
a tour of the first f loor of 
the house, we gathered on 
the front porch for con-
versation and enjoyed the 
nice breeze before depart-
ing. What a wonderful eve-
ning! I cannot wait for our 
next Teacher Open House 
in July!

But for now, we are shak-
ing off the cold months of 
winter and getting ready 
for spring! SOAR is in full 

swing. The education de-
partment had six activity 
tables at the SOAR Family 
Day on March 3. 

The MWH educational 
programming is also kick-
ing off our Spring Home-
school Workshops this 
month with a Tea & Talk 
on March 20. Students are 
encouraged to dress in Vic-
torian or Edwardian fash-
ion and enjoy tea and re-
freshments while learning 
about etiquette and good 
manners. Other Homes-
chool workshops will be 
our Earth Day Celebration 
on April 22 and the Mom 
& Me Workshop on May 
10. We will also welcome 
students from BISD, Ham-
shire-Fannett ISD, and 
Silsbee ISD this spring as 
well for class field trips at 
the museum.

Registration for the Home 
school workshops can be 
found on our website. 

A new class of docents began training on Feb. 5.

By Jennifer Lowrance
Director of Educational Programming

Teachers and administrators attended the Annual Teacher 
Happy Hour to learn more about education offerings. 
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Museum Event Highlights

SOAR Family Day 2024
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Public Programming Perspectives
By Bel Morian

Winter Programming Highlights:

December 	 The McFaddin-Ward Holiday Open House events on December 3 and December 10th were enjoyed by our 		
		  community.  Over 500 guests attended each night.  Lovely music by pianist Rachel Clark, outdoor Christmas 
		  music by the Community Band of Southeast Texas, and dulcimer music in the Visitor Center by Backporch
		  Friends set the tone for festive evenings at 1906 McFaddin Ave.  Carolers greeted guests as they arrived, and
		  Santa wished everyone a Merry Christmas on the front porch, sending them off with candy canes and warm 
		  wishes for a happy holiday season.  In addition to the Open House events, the Visitor Center welcomed a 
		  record number of group tours and individuals for viewing of the beautiful holiday installation.

January		 Group and individual tours to see the holiday installation continued for the first two weeks of January.  The 
		  McFaddin-Ward House lecture series resumed with a record attendance to hear presenter Ed Dickens on the 
		  Restoration and Operations of the Union Pacific Railroad Heritage Operations of the Big Boy Engine.  The Rotary 
		  Club of Beaumont enjoyed Rotary Goes to Work in the Visitor Center followed by an interesting behind-the-scenes 
		  tour of the Collection Building.

February	 A new Docent Training Course began in February.  In honor of the dedicated museum volunteers, the annual 
		  McFaddin-Ward House Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was held on Feb. 20th with Janie Perry receiving
		  the VIP Award for stellar Volunteer Service and the 250 Hours of Service awarded to Kathleen Smith.  The 
		  McFaddin-Ward House Lecture speaker for February was Troy West who intrigued a full house with the His-
		  tory and Artistry of Ranching Leatherwork and Saddlery. The month ended on a high note with Music at the
		  McFaddins and the Western Bling band from Houston.  A lovely evening under the stars was enjoyed by the 
		  community.

March		  March brings the second annual McFaddin-Ward SOAR event with SOAR Family Day attended by more than 
		  600 guests. Butterflies soaring over the museum grounds, along with an Artist Butterfly Garden, SOAR Family Day, and 
		  a SOAR Texas Trivia Night will bring awareness to the museum, its history, mission and vision through a vibrant, 
		  bold, and delightful outdoor Spring event.
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(409) 832-1906: Office
(409) 832-2134: Visitor Center

www.mcfaddin-ward.org
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Upcoming Lectures & Events
Thursday, March 14                          SOAR Family Texas Trivia Night with The Know Show Trivia
6:30 p.m.                                           McFaddin-Ward House Lawn
				              Get ready to test your knowledge of the Lone Star State 
				              during four rousing rounds of family-friendly Texas trivia
				              *Prizes awarded for each round and overall for the night.

Thursday, April 18                            Lecture by Dr. Michael Bell, National WWII Museum NOLA 
6:30 p.m.                                           “The Arsenal of Democracy: WWII Lessons and Legacies”
                                                           Visitor Center Lecture Hall

Thursday, May 16                             Lecture by Bob Wittman, Retired FBI Special Agent and Author
6:30 p.m.                                           “Art Crime and the FBI: How Masterpieces are Stolen and Recovered”
                                                          Visitor Center Lecture Hall

May                 			            BISD School Tours

JOIN IN:
The McFaddin-Ward House is actively recruiting Docents and volunteers in several different museum 

areas.  

Please call 409-832-2134 or email visitorcenter@mcfaddin-ward.org for information.  

Follow the McFaddin-Ward House on social media 
for behind-the-scenes glimpses of museum life & historical happenings.

@McFaddinWardHouse @mcfaddinwardhouse @mcfaddinwardhouse

Scan the QR code with your phone 
to preview upcoming MWH events. 


