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The McFaddins and Their Books
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   Mamie McFaddin 
Ward kept a diary from 
1910 nearly to her death 
in 1982, mostly record-
ing how she spent her 
time each day. Often 
the last entry for the 
day was some version 
of “Bed—read & radio.” 
Reading and listening 
to the radio were her 
way of winding down at 
night.
   Books were important 
to wealthy Americans in 
the Victorian era and 
after, in part because 
nothing spoke wealth 
and class like shelves 
lined with leather-
bound, richly gold-em-
bossed sets. The McFad-
din-Ward House book 
collection is impressive, 
both for beauty and 
sheer quantity. Many of 
the sets are on display 
throughout the house. 
Even the topics impress: 
Great Speeches, Famous 
Letters, other reference 
works. 
   With their respect for 
education and love of 
reading, however, the 
McFaddins likely valued 

books even more for 
what was inside. The 
books in the house 
are just the tip of the 
iceberg. The Reserve 
Collection holds many, 
many more that tell us 
what the McFaddins 
read for both knowledge 
and pleasure.
   A few of the oldest 
books came to Texas 
from West Virginia with 
Ida Caldwell McFad-
din when she married 
W.P.H. McFaddin in 
1894. Among them 
are an 1893 copy of 
Thoughts of the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius (prob-
ably a textbook); The 
Civil War in Song and 
Story, inscribed “Papa 
to Ida, May 12, 1890”; 
and Squire’s Daughter, an 
1891 fiction book “for 
girls” by Lucy Lillie. 
   Other books date 
from Mamie’s child-
hood or school days: 
her name, along with 
“Gunston Hall, Wash-
ington, D.C., Oct. 10, 
1911,” is written on the 
flyleaf of three selec-
tions from the Canter-

bury Tales, “prepared 
by the Rev. Richard 
Morris, LLD.” Mamie’s 
niece, Rosine Wilson, 
recalled reading one of 
her aunt’s favorite child-
hood books, Beverly of 
Graustark, published in 
1904.
   The entire family 
would have found the 
numerous reference 
books useful in their 
extensive social, civic, 
and business activities: 
Correct Business Letter 
Writing and Business En-
glish, Crabb’s English Syn-
onyms, Effective Speaking, 
and at least half a dozen 
copies of 18,000 Words 
Often Mispronounced, 
including one copy 
belonging to Ida’s sister 
Ouida Caldwell Watts. 
   Other reference 
works  include cook-
books and bird books 
and books on religion, 
etiquette, and growing 
and arranging flowers. 
Ida’s Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
journals fill several 
shelves. Slim volumes of 
poems by Keats, Shelley, 

This elaborate cover to the 1910 copy of My Mem-
oirs by Princess Caroline Murat had a suitably royal 
appearance, with gold trim and a raised emblem.

and Tennison are 
tucked among thick-
er publications.
   Though the bulk 
of the book collec-
tion appears to have 
belonged to the 
McFaddin women, 
W.P.H. McFaddin 
and Carroll Ward 

are represented in 
books on agricul-
ture and cattle. One 
or both men must 
have liked Vinegar-
roon, a 1936 biogra-
phy of Texas Judge 
Roy Bean, “the Law 
West of the Pecos,” 
by Ruel McDaniel, 
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Christmas at the McKees, 1929. 

Director’s Desk
Join us for the 2022-23 lecture series

Christmas at the McKees, 1929. Christmas at the McKees, 1929. 
Dear Friends,     

Tony L. Chauveaux 

     Over the years, the Mc-
Faddin-Ward House Lecture 
Series has become one of the 
Museum’s signature pro-
grams. Following a one-year 
COVID hiatus in 2020, we 
were determined to resume 
the program last year, even 
though challenged by speak-
ers who were not sure they 
were ready to travel and audi-
ences who were unsure about 
gathering in large groups.
   Thankfully, I believe 
those issues are behind us 

as evidenced by the truly 
remarkable and eclectic 2022-
23 Lecture Series programs 
assembled by Bel Morian, the 
Museum’s Director of Public 
Programming. Upcoming 
lectures will focus on topics 
that are both local – the Port 
of Beaumont and Magnolia 
Cemetery – and national – 
historical monuments and 
folk and traditional artists 
from across America.  Ad-
ditionally, we will bring in a 
little bling with plans for the 

McFaddin-Ward 
House to pull 
from its own col-
lections, produc-
ing an exhibit that 
will compliment 
Metropolitan 
Museum of Art 
Curator Emerita 
Beth Carver Wees’ 
presentation on 
American Jewelry. 
    I encourage you 
to get the 2022-
23 Lecture Series 
dates on your 
calendar now!
    Also, I would be 
remiss if I failed 
to acknowledge 

Ida McFaddin  
Pyle’s forty years of 
faithful service as 
a member of the 
Board of Directors 
of the McFad-
din-Ward House – 
the Museum’s lon-
gest serving Board 
member. During 
the Board’s recent 
July meeting, Ida 
was recognized by 
her fellow Direc-
tors for the exem-
plary manner in 
which she advised 
and represented 
the Museum 
while carrying out 

her office as first 
vice-president. 
Ida now joins her 
sister, Rosine, as 
an emeritus Board 
member. While we 
will miss Ida’s wise 
counsel, we are 
delighted to wel-
come her daugh-
ter, Gene Ann 
Liese, as a new 
member of the 
McFaddin-Ward 
House Board of 
Directors.

At left is Gene Ann Liese, daughter of Ida McFaddin Pyle 
(right).  Gene Ann is a new member of the McFaddin-Ward 
House Board of Directors, taking the place of her mother.
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after talking to our curator and my 
now-supervisor Victoria Tamez and 
telling her how much I wanted to 
come and work here with people 
who were proven to be energizing 
and inspiring. 
    Somehow, learning the tricks 
behind a museum’s magic has only 
made it more charming and fasci-
nating. Before coming here, I didn’t 
even know what an “accession num-
ber” was (I know, embarrassing). 
Writing down all of the lessons I 
have gathered here would require 
me to go way above the word count 
required for this article. So instead 
of boring everyone to death with a 
bogged-down list of all the things 
the internship involved, I will focus 
on the most valuable experiences I 
had the opportunity to be a part of. 
    The first one is the translation of 
the audio tour of the first floor of 
the house. For context, my intern-
ship started the week after much of 
the staff I worked closely with re-
turned from the American Alliance 
of Museums Conference in Boston. 
They frequently had conversations 
among themselves and with other 
museum professionals from the 
area about how they can bring their 
museums closer to wider audiences 
and better serve our visitors and 
community. In one of these con-
versations, I found out that the 
audio tour for the house was only 
available in English. Knowing Beau-
mont has a significant Hispanic 
population and that Spanish-speak-
ing visitors come from all around, 
I offered to produce a translation 
of the tour. This exercise—but also, 
importantly, these conversations—
allowed me to reflect on the role of 
museums in wider society, especially 
in regards to inclusivity and social 
change. 

    I was also able to put together a 
small exhibit at the Visitor Center, 
a challenge I was excited to take on. 
I learned how to develop an argu-
ment and a theme for an exhibit. 
I decided on a timekeeping theme 
due to the vast number of clocks, 
watches and pocket-watches in our 
collection, their variety, and the fact 
that some of these are beyond our 
interpretation period at the house. 
The museum’s timepieces allowed 
me to track the trends in timekeep-
ing instruments through the 20th 
century. Compiling, researching 
and selecting the objects for this 
exhibit developed my skills as a 
historian.
    My summer flew by. I am so 
grateful to have been an intern 
here, and to have met such pas-
sionate, driven people who have 
public service at the forefront of 
their minds. I cannot thank them 
enough for their openness, their 
patience, and the lessons that will 
serve me way beyond my college 
career. 

By Daniela Roscero

The Magic Behind the Museum
Curator’s Corner

By Ashley Thornton

    When I was young, my family would travel 
around Mexico visiting quaint “magical towns” 
around the capital to learn their history. I would 
take a little notebook and attempt to write 
everything I was learning. One time, my pen ran 
out of ink. Desperate not to waste any time, I 
sprinted to the museum’s lobby asking for a new 
one. Needless to say, museums have always had 
a special place in my heart. 
   When I entered college, I decided to pursue 
a certificate in Museum Studies alongside my 
history degree. As part of this program, I am 
required to complete an internship experience. 
This is what eventually led me to the McFad-
din-Ward House’s intern position. While I 
applied to more than one museum, I specifically 
remember wanting this one. I recall changing 
my top five minutes before the Zoom interview 
and taking deep breaths as I sat down to join 
the meeting. I called my mom on the phone 

2022 Summer Curatorial Intern

Daniela is pursuing a BA in History 
and Journalism with certificates in 
Creative Writing, Museum Studies, 

and Teaching at the University 
of Texas in Austin.

As part of her 2022 summer internship, Daniela 
created an exhibit for the Visitor Center.
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By Rayanna Hoeft
Director of Educational Outreach

BOOKS
Continued from page 1

By Rayanna Hoeft

because there are five 
copies. A beautiful copy 
of My Quest of the Arab is 
autographed to W.P.H. 
McFaddin by the author, 
Homer Davenport.
    Both Ida and Mamie 
loved to travel and kept 
abreast of current events. 
The compact Intourist’s 
Pocket Guide to the Sovi-
et Union almost surely 
accompanied Ida on her 
extended trip to Europe 
and the U.S.S.R. in 1932, 
and her copy of William 
Shirer’s 1941 work, Berlin 
Diary, sits near Mamie’s 
copy of Joseph C. Grew’s 
Report from Tokyo, pub-
lished in 1942.
    The women enjoyed 
humor; Our Hearts were 
Young and Gay, by Cor-
nelia Otis Skinner and 
Emily Kimbrough, is a 
lighthearted memoir of 
two young single Ameri-
can women who traveled 
to Europe in the 1920s.
   Postscripts, a collection 
of Houston Post columns 
by O. Henry, would have 
been of special interest to 
the McFaddins. O. Henry 
was the pen name of Wil-
liam Sidney Porter, who 
lived and wrote in Texas 
for some years. The intro-
duction to Postscripts was 
written by Florence Strat-
ton, a Beaumont writer 
and newspaper reporter 
who lived across the street 
from the McFaddins. She 
autographed the copy 
to Ida and W.P.H. on 
November 9, 1923. 
   Back to the “bed—read 
and radio,” though—what 

did Mamie and Ida read 
for fun? The collection 
shelves show that they 
read a lot of fiction, often 
best sellers of the day that 
are now classics: How 
Green Was My Valley by 
Richard Lewellyn; Booth 
Tarkington’s The Mag-
nificent Ambersons; Willa 
Cather’s Death Comes for 
the Archbishop; and Marjo-
ry Kennon Rawlings’ The 
Yearling.
   A few novels in the col-
lection address social or 
political issues. Examples 
include The Fountainhead 
by Ayn Rand (though 
it actually belonged to 
Mrs. Harrington, long-
time companion of Ida’s 
sister Ouida Caldwell 
Watts); and two fictional 
accounts of real-world 
events by Upton Sinclair: 
Between Two Worlds, about 
the aftermath of WWI, 
and Dragon’s Teeth, de-
scribing the Nazi Party’s 
takeover of Germany in 
the 1930s
   Ida and Mamie seem 
to have had a special 
fondness for historical 
novels, which makes 
sense, given their involve-
ment in genealogical and 
historical organizations. 
Historical novels enjoyed 
broad popularity in the 
early- to mid-1900s. Titles 
in the collection include 
The Mudlark, by Theodore 
Bennet; Anthony Adverse 
by Hervey Allen; and 
And Tell of Time, by Laura 
Krey (a multigenerational 
saga of a Southeast Texas 
family). 

    Ida and Mamie bought 
multiple books from 
several authors, including 
Frances Parkinson Keyes’ 
Dinner at Antoine’s and 
Crescent Carnival, Inglis 
Fletcher’s Men of Albe-
marle and Roanoke 100, 
and Samuel Shellabarg-
er’s Captain from Castille 
and Prince of Foxes. They 
bought not only Daphne 
du Maurier’s Hungry Hill, 
a historical novel, but also 
Rebecca, a Gothic mystery. 
   Mamie’s diaries rarely 
named what she was 
reading, but in 1921 she 
singled out The Sheik, a 
hugely popular book in 
its day. She “read all day” 
on August 3 and finished 
the next day. She must 
have recommended it 
to Carroll, because by 
Sunday, August 7, he was 
reading The Sheik. No 
further mention is made 
of the book, but on De-
cember 12, Ida, W.P.H., 
Mamie and Carroll all 
went to see the movie ver-
sion of The Sheik, starring 
Rudolph Valentino, the 
heartthrob of his day. 
    Some of the books in 
the collection have either 
Ida or Mamie’s name 
on the flyleaf, providing 
a possible hint of their 
individual reading tastes. 
More are unlabeled; they 
probably traded back 
and forth anyway. Many 
books are dated by today’s 
standards, but that also 
informs the historical 
record of what people 
were reading at different 
times. Like the museum 

Director of Educational Outreach

The heart on the book cover of Squire’s 
Daughter, published in 1891, would have 
appealed to young ladies. It belonged to 
Ida Caldwell before she married W.P.H. 

McFaddin.

The color image on the cover of W.P.H. 
McFaddin’s copy of My Quest of the Arab 

Horse captured the romance and beauty of 
Arabian horses.

itself, the McFad-
din-Ward House 
book collection 
provides a valuable 

record of popular 
culture in the first 
half of the 20th 
Century.
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Bringing History to Life
Education

    The McFaddin-Ward House 
hosted an educational summer 
camp for kids ages 8-12 during 
the months of June and July. 
The ranching theme connect-
ed to the McFaddin family’s 
long involvement with this 
particular agricultural pursuit, 
an important part of the Texas 
economy, both then and now. 
Campers learned about work 
on the ranch, the trail ride, 
and how ranch hands and 
family enjoyed their downtime 
for fun on the ranch. The 
summer camp concluded with 
a family event where camp-
ers showed off their newly 
acquired square dancing skills, 

then families were invited to 
participate in a fun line dance. 
Everyone enjoyed root beer 
floats, made from the camp-
ers’ homemade ice cream, in 
addition to smores, roasted 
over fire on the museum’s 
back patio. Fun was had by all! 
We look forward to hosting 
more of these types of hands-
on learning experiences in the 
future. 
   Be on the lookout for new 
digital content, specifically a 
virtual field trip experience, 
developed to meet various 
fourth grade TEKS! Students 
can directly engage with 
the McFaddin-Ward House 

through a digital experience, 
led by the museum’s educator. 
The virtual experience also 
includes pre and post learn-
ing activities in addition to a 
deliverable museum-in-a-box, 
which provides hands-on ob-
ject-based learning experienc-
es. The goal is to roll out this 
digital experience in mid-Sep-
tember. We’ll release informa-
tion through our social media 
platforms and our website. 
   The McFaddin-Ward House 
education team offers on-site 
field trip experiences for stu-
dents in fourth grade through 
twelfth grade! Visiting historic 
sites is a great way to con-

nect students with local and 
community history by bring-
ing history to life. Visiting 
sites helps students develop 
a deeper understanding of 
the people and processes that 
shaped our current society. 
We understand that transpor-
tation costs are often a barrier 
to participation; therefore, we 
offer assistance with this need. 
Please reach out to the muse-
um’s educator, Rayanna Hoeft 
at rhoeft@mcfaddin-ward.org, 
if you’re interested in partici-
pating in our funded field trip 
experience. We’d love to have 
you! 

By Rayanna Hoeft
Director of Educational Outreach

Campers learned about agriculture and experienced live animal interactions throughout the week.
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‘Other Views’

Funerals in the House

    Life in America during the 
Victorian Era (and well into the 
20th Century) was governed by 
tradition and ritual from birth to 
death. Rosine McFaddin Wilson, 
in “Recollections and Retrospec-
tives,” recalled mourning and 
funeral customs in the McFaddin 
family. 
    In the early 1900s most funer-
als were held at home. This was 
true for McFaddin family funer-
als because the sanctuary at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, being 
upstairs, wasn’t suitable for fu-
nerals, and funeral homes at that 
time only had small chapels. 
   Four funerals were held in the 
McFaddin-Ward House: W.P.H. 
McFaddin’s in 1935, Skipwith 
McFaddin Duncan’s in 1943, Ida 
McFaddin’s in 1950, and Carroll 
Ward’s in 1961. (Skipwith was 
W.P.H.’s daughter from his first 
marriage.) By the time Carroll 
died, St. Mark’s had a downstairs 
sanctuary, but Mamie still wanted 
his service to be at home. When 
Mamie died in 1982, she lay in 
state at home in the parlor, but 
her service was held at St. Mark’s.
   Rosine Wilson was eight 
years old when her grandfather, 
W.P.H. McFaddin, died. He lay 
in state in the blue bedroom 
until time for the service, when 
he was placed in the parlor. 
   W.P.H. was a prominent Texas 
cattle rancher and businessman, 
and the funeral was a large one. 
Chairs were set up in the dining 
room for the family, while other 
guests stood in other rooms, on 
the porch, and out on the lawn. 

Loudspeakers allowed those 
outside to hear the proceedings. 
Afterward, a long automobile 
procession, led by the hearse and 
other black cars with flags on the 
fenders, went to Magnolia Ceme-
tery. After the interment, several 
male relatives stayed to see the 
grave filled, another McFaddin 
family custom. 
   Even after the funeral, the 
McFaddin mourning ritual con-
tinued. The first year, the widow 
and close female family members 
wore black. Men wore a black 
arm band but only for a short 
time. No one attended parties. 
The second year, the ladies were 
allowed to wear white or lavender 
and could attend small gather-
ings. They wore no jewelry except 
a wedding ring or pearls, or jew-
elry that had been reset in black. 
Stationery and calling cards were 
bordered in black.
    Unlike other funerals in the 
house, Skipwith McFaddin 
Duncan’s service was a private 
service attended only by close 
friends and relatives. Born in 
Beaumont, after her marriage in 
1900 to Henry Clay Duncan, Jr. 
she moved to Huntington, West 
Virginia. She died there and was 
brought back to Beaumont by 
train for burial in Magnolia Cem-
etery. Ida was actually returning 
to Beaumont after visiting Skip 
and was in New Orleans between 
trains when news of her step-
daughter’s death reached her.        
   The third funeral, that of Ida 
McFaddin, was in 1950. Ida’s 
funeral was much like her hus-

By Arlene Christiansen

Ida McFaddin wrote to her daughter Mamie on a black-bor-
dered postcard after Ida’s father, J.L. Caldwell, died in 1923.

band’s, a large gathering 
with the service in the par-
lor, family in the dining 
room, and others inside 
and outside the house. 
The PA system broadcast 
the service. 
    In an oral interview 
in the McFaddin-Ward 
House Archives, Caldwell 
McFaddin’s son, Eugene, 
remembered that he was 
six years old when his 
grandmother Ida died. It 
was Lent and he had his 
“mite box,” a special box 
for Lenten offerings. Eu-
gene saw the people gath-

ered and thought it might 
be a good time to fill his 
mite box. Or perhaps, as 
another relative told it, he 
was simply taking up an 
offering since there was a 
church service going on, 
even though it was at the 
house. Whatever the case, 
his parents soon put a 
stop to his activities.
    Years later, when his 
Uncle Carroll died in 
1961, Eugene and his 
brother, Jim, kept a night 
vigil, sitting with the body 
in the house. It was a 
custom among McFad
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dins, usually the 
men, to do this. 
The brothers had 
the midnight-to-six 
shift and Eugene 
was grateful for 
the time because 
they talked about 
family history, 
spurring Eugene’s 
interest in it.
   Details about 
Carroll Ward’s 
funeral came from 
an oral interview 
with James Brous-
sard of Broussard’s 
Mortuary, located 
across the street 
from the Muse-
um. He related 
that when Car-
roll Ward died, 
Mamie ordered a 
casket with specific 
detailing. After 
a search, James 
finally found an 
unfinished one 
in Waco. While it 
was being custom-
ized, Broussard’s 
personnel drove to 
pick it up. 
   This was all ac-
complished within 
a 48-hour period 
after Carroll’s 
death. At 7:00 
a.m. the morning 
of the funeral, 
scheduled for 2:00 
p.m., Mamie came 
to Broussard’s 
and approved 
the casket, after 
which the engraver 
inscribed it with 
Carroll’s name. 
   According to 
family custom, 
Carroll lay in 

state upstairs. 
While the family 
ate lunch in the 
dining room, 
with doors closed, 
Broussard’s moved 
him to the parlor. 
After the meal, the 
family went in for 
a private visita-
tion before going 
upstairs until time 
for the service.
   These accounts 
of McFaddin 
funerals in the 
Museum’s archives 
underscore the 
importance of per-
sonal memories in 
preserving history. 
Rosine Wilson’s 
“Recollections” 
and Eugene Mc-
Faddin’s interview 
provide specifics of 
McFaddin funeral 
customs, not to 
mention interest-
ing family stories. 
James Broussard’s 
account proves 
that funeral homes 
played a vital role 
in preserving 
mourning rituals, 
working quickly 
and quietly behind 
the scenes. 
   Proper obser-
vance of mourn-
ing customs was 
very important to 
Ida and Mamie. 
Others in Mamie’s 
generation, like 
her brothers Perry 
and Caldwell, were 
already becoming 
less rigid. Like 
other Victorian 
rituals, the old 

When Ida McFaddin’s mother, Mary O’Bannon Smith Caldwell, died in 1927, 
the Caldwell family sent out this black-bordered message of gratitude.

When W.P.H. McFaddin died in 1935, the McFaddin family sent out a black-bordered card 
with this message of appreciation.

mourning tradi-
tions were relaxed 
or lost in the 
social changes of 
the 20th century.    
    One custom 
remains, however: 

food is still an 
important part of 
funerals. At every 
McFaddin funeral, 
friends and rela-
tives brought food 
to the house and 

were welcome to 
stay and eat and 
visit. This hospi-
tality still holds 
true, not just for 
the McFaddins, 
but in homes all 

across Southeast 
Texas.



September 2021
Vol. 37/ No. 4

Viewpoints - Page 9

(409) 832-1906: Office
(409) 832-2134: Visitor Center

www.mcfaddin-ward.org

McFADDIN-WARD HOUSEVIEWPOINTS
Viewpoints - Page 8

Vol. 38, No. 4
September 2022

The 
McFADDIN-WARD

HOUSE
725 North Third Street
BEAUMONT, TEXAS

77701-1629
Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BEAUMONT, TX
PERMIT NO. 271

Lecture Series 2021

Public Programming Perspectives
By Bel Morian

We hope you will join us this fall for these upcoming events which are always offered at no charge to our guests:

Upcoming Events
Thursday, September 15 @ 6:30 p.m.

Lecture - Sea of Mud: Retreat of the Mexican Army After San Jacinto
 & The McFaddin Family at San Jacinto 

featuring guest speakers Gregg Dimmick & Bill Wilson

Thursday, September 29 @ 6:30 p.m.
Music in the Gardens: Jazz & Juleps 

featuring Jimmy Simmons and Friends

Wednesday, October 5 @ 6:30 p.m.
Presented by Lamar University’s Center for History & Culture of Southeast Texas and the Upper Gulf Coast 

featuring guest speaker Tim Seiter

Thursday, October 20 @ 6:30 p.m.
Lecture - Folk Masters: A Portrait of America 

featuring guest speakers Barry Bergey and Tom Pich 

Thursday, November 10 @ 6:30 p.m.
Lecture - Magnolia Cemetery: Our History and Veterans 

featuring guest speakers Kelli Maness, Paul Prosperie, and Judith W. Linsley

Scan the QR code 
with your phone to preview 

upcoming MWH events. 


